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O Abstract

Management of Confucian Property and the Establishment
of Regional National University after Liberation of Korea

. Focusing on Jeonbuk National University
Chang, Soon—Soon

This study examines how the movement to establish Confucian colleges based on
Confucian property developed in the Honam region, focusing on the enactment of the
Confucian Property Management Act during the U.S. military government period and
its connection to the establishment of regional national university. With the
proclamation of this act on May 17, 1948, Confucian property was incorporated into
Confucian foundations in each province but remained effectively under state control.
In June 1948, the Jeollabuk-do Confucian Foundation was established, and by August
of the same year, Myeongnyun College was founded using Confucian property. In
April 1950, the Ministry of Education officially recognized it as a junior college,
incorporating Confucian Studies into its curriculum.

Since 1946, the government had pursued a policy of establishing a national university
in each province to address regional disparities in higher education. This policy involved
integrating existing local colleges while requiring them to secure their own funding.
As part of this initiative, the government sought to utilize Confucian property for
national university operations. The Sungkyunkwan and the central headquarters of the
Confucian Association also cooperated in urging regional Confucian foundations to
comply with the government's directive. Consequently, the Jeollabuk-do Confucian
Foundation, decided to merge Myeongnyun College into the newly established Jeonbuk
National University and donated 50% of its Confucian property.

As a result, Jeonbuk National University was founded in October 1951,
demonstrating the significant role of Confucian property in the establishment of regional

national universities and the development of the national education system.
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